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Virginia Convention should not be confined to a traight-out acceptance or rejection of the new Con-titution; but, on the other hand, it would never do or the word to go out to the other States that Virginia in no event would accept the Constitution un-ess she could propose amendments to it. He agreed vith Nicholas entirely on that point.
Marshall also pointed out that the people of Virginia ought not to be given to understand that their >wn Legislature was against the proposed Constitu-ion before the people themselves had even elected i Convention to pass upon that instrument. The vliole question ought to go to the people without xrejudice; and so Marshall proposed a resolution of us own "that a Convention should be called and ,hat the new Constitution should be laid before them or their free and ample discussion." l
Marshall's idea captured the House. It placated 3enry, it pleased Mason; and, of course, it was more han acceptable to Corbin and Nicholas, with whom Marshall was working hand in glove, as, indeed, was he case with all the Constitutionalists. In fact, Marshall's tactics appeared to let every man have ds own way and succeeded in getting the Conven-ion definitely called. And it did let the contending actions have their own way for the time being; for, it that juncture, the friends of the new National Constitution had no doubt that they would be able o carry it through the State Convention unmarred >y amendments, and its enemies were equally cer-ain that they would be able to defeat or alter it.
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